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Untermyer Compromise for
Efficiency Basis of Wages

Under Scrutiny,
t
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Arrangement Beached to
Continue Schedules UntilJanuary 31.

* ARBITRATION REJECTED

Real Estate Board Says Hous-,
/

ing Emergency Has
Passed.

The board of governors of the BuildingTrades Employers Association,
while not accepting In its entirety
Samuel Untermyer's compromise plan
for a two year agreement with the;
Building Trades Council by which the
efficiency of labor should determine

k whether existing wage scales continue
throughout 1922, voted yesterday toi
xtend the existing agreement at least!

till January 31 next. The prospect of
an immediate strike in the building:
trades when the present agreement
expires next Saturday therefore is
averted.

Mr. Untermyer's plan encountered
two big obstacles when it came up

^ for consideration at yesterday's meet-
tng of the employers at 30 West
Thirty-third street. The board of gov-
ernors did not, in the first place, feel
jusunea jn omuing me consmuent as-

soclations to Mr. Untermyer's idea of!
labor's efficiency determining; its re-

ward. The idea was not rejected. It
was referred to each association and
a report called for within a week.

Watren for Unskilled Labor.
The second rock on which the negotiationstemporarily foundered was a

well defined reluctance on the part of
the employers to agree to a continuance
of the existing wage scales in the case

j. of common laborers and helpers. It
was pointed out by Christian G. Norman,chairman of the board, that the
advance in pay for this class of labor
since the war had averaged about 130.
per cent., while for skilled labor the
average advance had been about 62 per
cent. A majority of the bourd felt that
while a continuance of present rates for
bricklayers, masons, plasterers, carpentersand other skilled workers might
be Justified, particularly If greater efficiencywere to result, the time had
come when unskilled labor should acIcept a slight reduction.

Despite the divergent views of the
employers and the Building Trades
Council on these two features of the
proposed plan the opinion was general
in both quarters last night that a satis-
factory adjustment would be reached
before January 31. Mr. Untermyer
said that he did not regard the failure
of the employers to accept the plan at
once as a breakdown of the negotiations,and Patrick J. Crowley, president
of the Building Trades Council, repeatedwhat he said last week.that
everything would come out all right in
the end.

For an Arbitration Board.

In a letter to the Building Trades
Council Mr. Norman, on behalf of the
employers, said he regretted that the
council had not seen fit to accept the
employers' suggestion for an arbitration
board of five members, one to be se'ectedby the president of the American
Federation of Labor and one each by
the Governor of the State of New York,
ihe Merchants Association, the AmericanInstitute of Architects and the
president of the Chamber of Commerce
>f the State of New York. He urged
rhe council to reconsider this suggestion.Mr. Crowley said last night, howiver. that this would never be aocept,.*- h'p to the labor unions for the reason

f that they felt It would mean labor's
representation on such a board would
he only in the ratio of one to four.

Mr. Norman was asked concerning
Mr. Untermyer'a demand that his organizationrid Itself of the services of
Samuel B. Donnelly, secretary, whom the
Lockwood committee's lawyer charges
with responsibility for most of the
practices of the employers' association.
"Mr. Norman's reply was that he regardedMr. Untermyer's request as of a
more or less personal character; that
Donnelly was on efficient man and
would be retained In office.

Views of Real Kstute Board.

Mr. Untermyer made public n letter
received by the Lockwood committee
'iom the Real EstAte Board of Newly""oik urging that before the committee

' -,-akes a report to the Legislature urging
a renewal of the emergency rent laws
'I fortify It.nelf with data from responsiblesources. It Is the contention of the
Ileal Estate Board, as outlined In its
etter, that the housing emergency has
.>assod. Mr. Untermyer replied that the
» ommlttee held a contrary belief and
suggested that the board supply him
with such evidence In Its possession as
will support Its contention. After pointingout that the emergency housing and
rent laws "Involve the widest departure
irom previously accepted economic doctrines"the Real Estate Board, through
Its president. Charles G. Edwards, says:
r "We do not think It proper that you
should go before the Legislature with a

report urging the renewal of the socalledlandlord nnd tenant legislation unIlcssas a part of your report, you arcIna posttlon to act forth the exact facts
with reference to housing conditions as
they now exist; such facts having been
ascertained, not from loose and general
statements made to you from prejudiced
sources but by carefully planned and
aiefully executed Investigation. If you
wish our assistance In this matter we
hall be glad to cooperate."

Mr. tntermjer's Reply.
To this communication Mr. untermyer

A r« (died:
r 'There can be no rloubt of the importanceof the question presented by you.
nor of yotir right to be heard. Our surveyof the .situation has led us to the
conclusion that the emergency which
nave rise to the legislation to which you
refer has not only not yet passed but Is
as acute as at the time the legislation
was enacted, so far as concerns the problemof housing the meases.

"The construction thus far completed
has been Insufficient to take care of the
increasing population, to aay nothing of

y the shortage of 70.000 or more apartmentswhich then existed. 1 understand.
dso,from the Tenement House Controls-

<ioncr. of whom J have made Inquiry,
t :>at the overcrowding in the tenements!

, allows no abatement, and Dr. Copelaud
*

tells me that the peril to health in that
situation is as great to-day as it ever
was.
"The fact that the emergency has not

yet passed is further evidenced by the
ever accumulating number of cases in
the Municipal Courts In which these laws
are being successfully Invoked against
the overreaching demands of grasping
landlords.
"Our committee resumes its public

hearings on Thursday of next week, the
5th of January, at 10 :30. in the City
Hall. I suggest that you prepare and
send me such data as in your judgment
will support the contentions of your
board, together with a list of the wit.. vAtt HooIpu fA Viattp tKo

committee call on this subject, and that
they be in attendance at the opening of
the sessions to present their point of
view."

30 DAY REST IN JAIL
RELISHED BY HYLAN

Mayor Has No Fear of Prose-!
cation for Contempt.

Joking about the threat of the Real
Estate Owners Association to have him
punished for contempt along with other
members of the Board of Estimabi for
not putting back some $3,000,000 of pensionmoneys in the budget, Mayor Hylan
at a meeting of the Board of Estlmato
yesterday said:
"I wouldn't mind thirty days in jail. 1

no3d a rest."
Eater at the meeting of the board

when Stewart Browne of the Owners
Association started to argue about the
pension moneys, the Mayor ordered him
to his asat and directed a policeman to

help him find it.
Duncan Maclnnes, chief accountant of

the Finance Department, had been
asked by Henry Smith, Acting Comp-
troller, to explain how easy it would be
to provide money enough to majt the
$3,000,000 ordered Into the budget by the
Appellate Division if that order was
sustained by the Court of Appeals.
The city had received a premium of

nearly $2,000,000 on Its recent bond sale.
This would be transferred to the rapid
transit sinking funds, releasing some

$1,300,000 already in the budget for that
purpose. There were other sinking fund
moneys that could be used to make up
the total.

In reply to a question Mr. Maclnnes
said there was more than $4,000,000 surplusin the sinking funds.
"Then the lemon will not be squeezed

dry?" chuckled the Mayor.
"So, indeed; there will be plenty of

Juice left," said Maclnnes.
mi. diubik; uuuDea up ai uus point to

combat the statements of the account-
ant.. He was promptly heckled.

"Are you a citizen?" asked the Acting!
Comptroller.

"I swore allegiance to the United
States thirty-five years ago," was the
reply. "Long before a majority of the
people in this room."
"There goes Browne after another injunction,"remarked the Mayor when Mr.

Browne bolted out of the room after beingordered to take a seat.

WILGUS DEFENDS'
NARROWS TUNNEL

He Tells Engineers Scheme Is
Not Interstate.

Declaring the newspapers have not
shown a spirit of fair play toward the
Board of Estimate's plan for a freight
and passenger tunnel under the Narrowsconnecting belt railroad lines, in
that they had published "one sided
propaganda of non-engineers in favor
of the bi-State port tunnel plan. Col.
William J. Wilgus. consulting engineer
of the board's tunnel engineering staff,
outlined the board's case last night beforethe municipal engineers.
He answered the argument that the

proposed city tunnels would not be adequateto carry both trunk line and rapid
transit traffic by pointing out that the
city proposes to build rapid transit tunnelsalongside the railroad tunnels. Col.
wiigUA nuoiea me aci 01 me lieuisiutureauthorizing construction of the
tunnel, showing its purpose was "to developthe port," in answer to the criticismthat the plan is too local in Its
application.
He would not accept the criticism

that the matter is primarily interstate.
He said negotiations have been conductedby the city only with the railroadswhich might patronize the proposedtunnel, and that those negotiationswere to show the roads how their
congestion could be relieved and to invitethem to participate In the plan.

Col. Wilgus said the argument that
execution of the Board of Rstimate
plan would necessitate the construction
of expensive break-up yards at points
of diversion from trunk lines was withoutfoundation. He named many points
of diversion on trunk lines where, he
said, trains are diverted without the
necessity of reclassification, and the
same thing could *te done with the proposedcity arrangement, he added.
"The question, however." he said, "is

not whether the Narrows tunnel suits
everybody. The Legislature already
has stipulated the tunnel be built under
the Narrows. It Is a question of
whether there is to be another tunnel
in addition."

WILL BRING CHARGES
AGAINST ROBISON

H. G. Knowles to Complain of
Rear Admiral.

Horace G. Knowles of Wilmington,
Del., formerly United States Consul In

Santo Domingo, who represented various
political and civic, organizations of the
island Republic during the recent SenatorialInvestigation of the United States
military government there, returned to
New York yesterday nnd announced his
intention of going to Washington for
two purposes:
To lodge formal charges of conduct

unbecoming an officer against Rrar AdmiralSamuel S. Roblson, Military Governor,for alleged insults when undertakingto communicate with Senator Me(1111McCormlck, chairman of the Senatorialcommittee.
To demand of Senator McCormlck's

committee the further hearing of Santo
Dominican witnesses in person, either 1n
Santo Domingo or by bringing the witnessesto the United States, Instead of
receiving affidavits. Mr. Knowles al-
leges that the committee left three days
earlier than Its announced schedule
called for; that all the evidence has been
presented, and that, therefore, the recent
preliminary report of the committee Is
in the nature of a decision In the middle
of a case.
Mr. Knowles said his grievance against

Admiral Uoblson was that when he undertookto send a message by the committee'ssecretary to Senator Mct'ormlck.already aboard ship to v turn to
the United States, Admiral Rohlson orderedhim off the pier and Indicated he
would have him arrested if he refused.

subway ann in kii,i,fi>.
The body of a man Identified as M. J.

O'Rrien. 4.">, a subway guard. of 44S
West 163d street, was found yesterdn\
near the 191st street station of the West
Side subway by I he motorman of a
southbound train. It w»s reported that
n'prlen fell fr*m the rear of the train
to which he we* attached while adjustingrear llfthts anil was prohahU
tunned and then killed by the next

train.
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PHONE RATE INQUIRY !
HINT BY UNTERMYER
He Asks P. S. C. What It Pro- 3
poses to Do to Lower'Excessive'Tariffs.

In a letter to the Public Service Commission,made public yesterday, Samuel t
Untermyer, counsel to the Lockwood t
legislative committee on housing, again r

suggests the Installation of slot machines a

"In every home where they can be advantageouslyused" as a move to reducecost of telephone service. Mr.
Untermyer asks the commission what it
is doing or proposes to do in regard to
an investigation of the company's rates,
particularly suburban tolls. His letter
suggests the possibility of an investigationof the company's tariff rates unless
the commission Is prepared to act. The
letter follows:
"The telephone service has become a

substantial item In the cost of living. It
has grown more and more costly and
inefficient. As counsel for the joint
legislative committee on housing I had
intended to Investigate the subject with
a view of recommendations looking to
the Improvement of the service, the reductionof costs and, more particularly,
to insist upon the installation of a systemthat would give to the users the
means of checking up the charges for
service made against them, which they
now have no way of verifying.
"Having regard to the density of the

traffic, there is no city in the world
In which the charges are so high, with
due allowance for the increased conveniencesand expense of service on this
account. It Is hardly necessary to remindyou of the quality of the service.
An apartment house is not to-day livable
until a telephone is installed, and yet It
still takes months to secure one. But
that is not the main purpose of this
communication.
"Why is the company not compelled

to install slot machines in every home
where they can be advantageously used?
It would save millions of dollars annuallyto the users and would reduce
enormously the cost of service. It would (
do away with the elaborate bookkeeping
system of the company. No record would
have to be kept of calls and no bills
rendered or collected.

"I have long suspected that the reason
the slot machines are not installed Is
that they would reduce Che company's 1
revenues from the endl<ss mistakes of
their operators in calling and charging
for the wrong numbers and where there
was no service, and that with a slot
machine installation public opinion
would not support a rental charge such
as the, company is now permitted to
exact from every household.
"The rates for suburban calls seem

to me also exorbitant, especially wfliere
the stations are a part of the city systemand are owned or controlled by the
City Telephone Company. If there is
any justification for these tolls to suburbanpoints within a radius of less than
five miles from the city limits I would
like to know what it is.
"Our committee is reluctant for the

reason above stated, to take up this
question and is hoping that relief will
shortly come from your commission. If
not inconsistent with the plans and purposesof your commission and pendlnfl
investigation or otfnerwlse I shall be
pleased to have your views on this suh- (
ject and your ideas of what, you expect
to accomplish ir the direction indicated
as a guide to the future action of the
committee." f

FIREFIGHTERS SUCCUMB
TO CELLULOID FUMES ,

Clerks Found Unconscious in t

Novelty Shop Blaze.
Celluloid fumes from a fire in the nov- .

elty shop of I. Tannenblatt, on the third |
floor of the nine story office building
at 32 Union Square Kast, last night <

overcame three volunteer firemen, clerks 1
lr. an adjoining office. They were found
semi-conscious by firemen and were sent 1

to Bellevue Hospital, where they were 1

revived. '

They gave their names as Julius Kauf- 1

man. 22 Mangin street; Arthur Morse,
1Z76 urani avenue, urorix, ar.a j_»aniei

Koppell, 150 Glenmore avenue, Brooklyn.
The damage was about $2,000.

Fire In a tenement at 176 Eldridge
street yesterday drove twenty-four familiesinto the street and threatened for
a time to spread to the adjoining buildings.After a hard fight the firemen confinedthe flames to the first and second
floors and carried out about a dozen
tenants who had been trapped. Hundredsof persons gathered In the street
and cheered the rescuers.
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SOT FREE YET, DEBS 1
TELLS HOME FOLK

dust First Liberate All His 1
Fellow Men From Prison

Bondage.

Terrk Hat-te, Dec. 38..Welcomed by
he cheers of thousands of followers,
rlends and neighbors. Eusrene V. Debs
oturned to-night to his home here after j
,n absence of almost three years spent r

n Federal prison for his antiwar speech |
n 1918 when America was at war, an<l]
csponded to the greeting with a speech
rom the front porch of his home, plcdg-
ng again he would not rest until others
low serving prison terms are free.
"I have a heart for my fellow prison-!

;rs left behind me at Atlanta," saiil!
Debs, "and I shall not rest In peace
intU they are restored to their loved
>nes."
Mrs. Debs was not at the railroad staionto meet her husband, for she preerredtheir reunion to be In their home.

Debs was delayed In reaching here by
i two day visit to Washington and an

ifternoon stop to-day in Indianapolis,
rhe delay apparently did not lessen the
irc'.or of his home town greeting, for a.

ong line of marchera escorted him from
he station to his home and then wended
ts way into the downtown district to
:ontlnue the jollification.

Greeted by 15,000.

Leaders in charge of the demonstralonvariously estimated tHe participants
n the Jollification to number from 10,000
;o 15.000. Hundreds of spectators
vailed the line of march of the paraders.
The parade moved directly from the

*ailroad station to Debs's home, only a

ihort distance, with the Socialist leader
iding bareheaded on a motor truck.
iVhen the truck drew up In front of the

-- . ' J .
tome Mrs. ueos ainiuicu wit r<"

>ut she soon retreated to the interior as

he swarming crowd separated her from
ler husband. Finally when he had
amnied his way to the porch she rushed
>ut to embrace him. Then he turned
0 the welcoming throng to thank it for
he demonstration.
"Home again." began Debs in a voice

shaking with emotion. First he thanked
he crowd, saying its demonstration was

1 "wonderful, beautiful homecoming."
\ot Free Yet, He guya.

"I felt in leaving here," said the aged
eader, "that you were with me in spirit,
ind I was sustained by your falthfultessand devotion. I thank every one
>f you for the efforts you have been putingforth so long in my behalf. You
lave succeeded at last. But I am not
'ree so long as any are in prison. 1
tave a heart for my fellow man. I
tope to devote my life to the liberation
>f those who are imprisoned and I shall
enow no rest until they ure restored to
:heir loved ones. I was saddened because1 was compelled to leave behind
ne in Atlanta my fellow men in prison.
"In my heart there is no bitterness,

>nly a resolution not to yield, but to
emain true to my honest convictions and
o my ideals. I could not do otherwise.
can't make a speech now, but I can

lay that I love you all for this demonitration.v"
SOLDIER PRISONERS

MAY GET U. S. CASH

Compensations Sought Also
for Men in Asylums.

Ipecial Diipatch in Tine New York Hkbat.h.
New York Herald Ktirenu. )

Washington, I>. Dec. 8*. I
Financial assistance ranging up to

1157 a month a man may be made availibleto ex-service men serving prison
:erms as a result of activities of the
Veterans' Bureau. The bureau is coniuctlnga nationwide campaign to list
x-service men who have received prison
erms or been committed to asylums for
:he insane.
Working under the supervision of Col.

"harles R. Forbes, head of the Veterans'
Bureau, C. W. Swann is making a can-
.rass of all correctional institutions of
:he T'nlted States for ex-service men
a no may neea ussisiani-e anu ait- cn-

Lltled to it under the laws through
vhich tl>e Veterans' Bureau operates.
In one New York State institution for

ihe insane the bureau discovered forty
>x-service men. among whom were sev-
»ral who won decorations during the
ivar. Some are suffering from tubercu-
osis and other diseases contracted as a

result of and during their service, nnd
ire entitled to compensation for disabil-
ty, which will be paid to them or their
dependents.
The Veterans' Bureau. Mr. Swann

xplalned, does not intend to do anything
lo interfere with the prison sentences
siven to these men.=3=
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MAC ARTHUR ALIBI
IMPRESSES MILLER

)eluys Decision in Extradition
Hearing* of Artist Accused

by Two Women.

pedal Dispatch to Tim Nkw York Hkkalu.
Nfw York llrrnld Rurraii, j

Albany, Dec. 28. (
Whether Alexander A. MacArthur, the

'oung New York artist, Is a victim of
nlstaken Identity is a question that was
>Ut up to Gov. Miller to-day at the i

tearing on the application of the New i

lersey authorities for his extradition.
Mac-Arthur is under Indictments in Es- 1

iex county. New Jersey, on the charge <
>f attacking two women near Mont- 1
lair. Before Gov. Miller at the Execu- C
ive Mansion, where the hearing was t

leld. the women confronted MacArthur «

ind positively identified him as their as- i
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29, 1921.
;ailant. One of them, Mary Louise Bradhaw,said he attacked her on the morn- tl
ng of September 17, and the other, ti
drs. Helen P. O'N'eil. said she was at- ii
aeked on the morning of October 10.
loth crimes were committed under aim- CI
lar circumstances on a ahort cut path, y
ending from Montclalr to ITpper Mont-
lair.
Attorney Emll Kucha, attorney for "

ilacArthur, preaentcd nix witnesses to 'J
irovo that MacArthur was not in New
lersey on the date of either assault. Five
>f them. Including Miss Woodford, r

laughter of (Jen. Stewart L. Woodford, ll

.estlfled that on September 17 he was v

it the home of his mother at Vineyard
Haven, Mass. that he had been therf a

:ontlnuously for several weeks and re- r

nained there until September 24. They "

:old of beach parties and other social a

:vents he attended on September 17. and
jotli before and after that date, on the 3

light of which, they testified, he was at s

i musical entertainment given by hla 1
notlier at her bungalow.
The witnesses besides Miss Wood- °

ord Included Mrs. J. A. Hoffman. Mrs. c

Clarence H. Abbott. Mrs. Harry L.
3abmos. all of Montclair, and Mr. Mc- t
Jarthy of New Vork. Charlotte Love, t
naid of Mrs. ManArthur, testified that v

in October 10 the young artist was at il
he MacArthur home in New York. d
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Both women pointed to MacArthur an

ieir assailant and said they had idenfledhim also at Polioe Headquarters
l New York.
"I'd know those eyebrows anywhere!"
ied out Mrs. O'Neil as she stared at
tacArthur.
Gov. Miller said that while he did

e was not impressed with their identicatlonof MacArthur. He said that in
lie light of the testimony of the witessesbrought by Mr. MacArthur's atorneythat of Miss Br&dshaw was of no

alue whatever.
"The ability of a person to identify

nother," he said, "is of so dubious a

haraoter that without some better reaonthan has been given here 1 should
ttaeh practically no importance to the
estimony, I am frank to say. It is
o easy tc make mistakes. There is the
ingle circumstance here, or coincidence,
hat both of these women identified MaoLrthurat the poltce station. That Is the
nly circumstance that, to my mind is
ntitled to the slightest consideration."
Mr. Fuchs said he expected that evenuallyMacArthur would have to go to

rial on the two indictments, hut he
/anted It put off until the strong feel-
ng in New Jersey over this case had
led down. He also asked that the deJ
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cUion be helrl uj> until after MacArthur'sfather, John K. MacArthur, hail
returned from Rome next month.
The Governor said he wished time to

study the case before making a derision.
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